[Recent conception of collagen diseases].
Collagen diseases or connective tissue diseases are defined as their pathological features. They are also regarded as rheumatic disorders in the sense of clinical classification and as autoimmune diseases in terms of the pathogenesis. In addition of the original big 6(SLE, RA, PSS, PN, PM/DM and RF), several disorders have been categorized in this entity. Although remarkable progress has occurred in understanding the mechanisms of several connective tissue diseases, therapy has lagged. Nevertheless, based on these findings, increasing knowledge on new therapeutic principles has been developed. Novel pharmacological and biological agents would act more specifically on interfering with ongoing immune processes.